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It's up there with the world's great unanswerable questions, such as: If God Is All-powerful, Could He* 
Create A Rock So Heavy That He Couldn't Shift It? or: Why Don't Birds Ever Use Nest Boxes?  And 
yet, here we are, with yet another insoluble mystery on our hands.  How can an Englishman travel a 
scant few miles in his own country and yet feel more abroad than he does in Paris, Berlin or Rome? If I 
were to tell you that the English person concerned was an effete southerner (me) and the place travelled 
to was that mysterious, scary region often referred to, in covert whispers, as 'Up North', then maybe 
you'll sympathise.  It's not just the weather (sleet, mostly), it's the sudden cultural backflip - all your 
assumptions and norms somersaulting out of the window. 

Take shopping, or dining out, or, well, almost anything where one party is trying to get their mitts on 
another party's hard-earned pelf.  You might imagine that the party of the first part, as we hepcats like to 
call it, would be solicitous, emollient - perhaps, even, welcoming.  It was with this zany expectation that 
we entered a local eatery to ask if, mayhap, they had such an item as a cheese scone for sale.  The owner 
stared at us as if we'd asked for a kitten sandwich.  ‘We have not,’ he said, brusquely, ‘and you'll not find 
anyone else round here selling them, neither. There's no call, see?’  We trooped meekly out, mentally 
castigating ourselves for not having boned up on local knowledge aforehand and I could have sworn I 
heard a voice behind us mutter, ‘What a pair of dumbos’ - but I may have imagined it.  Things didn't 
exactly improve when, by now more than peckish, we rolled into a competing dive down the road a bit.  
‘This looks OK,’ whispered my helpmeet. ‘Look, they've got proper doilies.’  We took a seat.  And it is at 
this point, my fellow southerners, that I must ask you to brace yourselves. Even, perhaps, to hide this 
otherwise irreproachable periodical from impressionable young eyes or family members of a vapourish 
inclination. Because there, on the menu, in unmistakeable type, was the item: 'Ham Sandwich (With 
Gravy - add 0.50p)'.  In what possible parallel universe does a person halfway through a ham sandwich 
stop and think, ‘What this needs is a ladleful of Bisto sloshed over it’?  

Still, I've learnt something. If you want to feel completely and totally abroad, like a fish out of water, 
there's no need to go through the Hell we call 'Gatwick'.  Just head up the A1.

*Yeah, OK. He could be a She.  But I just don't see a woman wasting her time like this.

The results of the planning 
enquiry into the construction of 
the Cambourne to Cambridge 
busway are now in and it looks as 
though the project will go ahead. 
According to the possibly slightly 
biased Bonkers Busway website, 
the inspectors concluded that the 
scheme “would not do anything 
to relieve congestion and improve 
journey times to the east of 
Grange Road in the City Centre”. 
Any improvement in air quality 
would be “limited”, even before 
the irony of felling mature trees 
and destroying habitat that 
absorbs carbon, filters pollution 
and helps produce the air we 
breathe.

Nor does the Order deliver an 
affordable bus service. It provides 
infrastructure on which buses 
might run. Fares and services will 

depend on operators and the 
Combined Authority, while 
Mayor Paul Bristow has 
repeatedly said he cannot 
guarantee the assumed services.

So why approve it? Read 
the conclusions and the 
overriding justification is 
growth: enabling housing and 
economic development.

The economics deserve 
scrutiny too. The initial benefit-

cost ratio is around 0.5:1, classed 
as poor value for money. Put 
simply, about 50p of benefit for 
every £1 invested.

At some point, the new 
busway will have to go over, or 
under, the new railway, which 
will also serve Cambourne to 
Cambridge.  Any suspicion that 
the right hand has no idea what 
the left hand is doing is, of 
course, groundless.

C2C Busway
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The grain harvest is, as you know, long past and our fields are 
being ploughed but apples, courgettes, tomatoes – the harvest 
of our gardens -continues.  Even if you do not attend the 
service, if you can spare any fruits from your garden, please 
drop them into the church and they will be delivered to the 
Women’s Refuge in Cambridge on Monday 12th.

Is this autumn?  

Is this autumn?  Following these strange months, we will 
welcome the return of the Warm Hub. At the moment the 
dahlias’ amazing colours decorate the path to Caldecote, 
everywhere the pyracanthas are laden with brilliant orange and 
yellow and the juice of blackberries continues to stain the 
pavements. However, autumn can bring gloom to many – 
shortening days, plunging temperatures, and bare gardens can 
bring depression to the bravest souls. Many authors have 
written on this and here are a few. ‘No spring nor summer 
beauty hath such grace, As I have seen in one autumnal face’ 
wrote John Donne in the seventeenth century.  In L. M. 
Montgomery’s novel, Anne of Green Gables remarks that we 
should be ‘glad to live in a world where there are Octobers’. And 
George Eliot wrote in a letter to a friend, ‘Is not this a true 
autumn day? Just the still melancholy that I love - that makes life 
and nature harmonise. The birds are consulting about their 
migrations, the trees are putting on the hectic or the pallid hues of 
decay, and begin to strew the ground, that one's very footsteps may 
not disturb the repose of earth and air, while they give us a scent 
that is a perfect anodyne to the restless spirit. Delicious autumn! 
My very soul is wedded to it, and if I were a bird I would fly 
about the earth seeking the successive autumns’. And from the 
Victorian novelist Samuel Butler, ‘Autumn is the mellower 
season, and what we lose in flowers we more than gain in fruits.’  
But for me there is but one writer who has captured autumn, 
acutely and skilfully. Who can beat John Keats’ To Autumn, 
written on 19th September 1819?

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss’d cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
[…]
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft
The red-breast whistles from a garden-croft;
And gathering swallows twitter in the skies.

May autumn be special for all of us.
ALM

https://stmaryscomberton.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f87cb663153d9c220da7852e&id=30f0e96b06&e=e748e3094f
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The Church in Toft

WELCOME BACK  
The clocks will change and the 
Warm Hub will be back from 26th 
October
Come and join us for chat, games, 
friendship and refreshment, all for free.
We’ll meet every Monday, from 
10.00 to 12.00 at Toft People’s Hall. 

We would love to see you there - 
you’ll be guaranteed a warm 
welcome.  
Feel free to bring a friend.

A QUIET SERVICE TO REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

You are warmly invited to St Andrew's Church Toft
for a time of remembrance and thanks,

 quietness, words and musicfor
'Those we love but see no more'

At 3.00pm on Sunday November 1st

There will be refreshments following the service.
We look forward to welcoming you.

As the repair to our East Window has become more urgent with 
the continuing dry weather, we have had permission to make a 
temporary repair. We hope this will be possible in early October, 
which will give us time to set about raising the up to £115,000 
we need for a proper repair and conservation in 2027.
If you can help, we would be so grateful. 

St Andrew’s East Window
You can use one of these methods to donate: 
• https://givealittle.co/c/standrewtoftrestoration or
• the QR code below 

• or Bank Transfer to:  Account name: ‘Toft PCC’ 
      Sort  Code: 30-91-56  Account: 02251476

• Cheque to ‘Toft PCC’ to 20 High Street, 40 School 
Lane or 2 Beldams Close (please add a note with the 
cheque, or email  standrewtoft@gmail.com for a 
Gift Aid Form).
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https://tpc.toft.org.uk/
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Comberton Heritage Society
Our meeting is on Tuesday October 27th in 
Comberton Village Hall at 8pm will be a

 talk by Jeanette Moser and is entitled 

Everyone has a story to tell
Jeanette will be telling the fascinating story of her family 

history: her mother and father’s escape from Nazi 
Germany to Israel then South Africa, where she was born 

in 1938 and her own life, growing up as a six-year-old 
Jewish girl, as a boarder in a Catholic convent.   Her aim 

is to encourage everyone to preserve memories for 
generations to come.

The Countryside Regeneration Trust's popular programme of 
free online talks returns on Thursday, October 15, from 7pm to 
8pm, with a fascinating look at invasive species and their 
impact on our countryside.
Dr Vince Lea, the CRT's Conservation Officer at Lark Rise 
Farm, Barton, will explore the growing challenge posed by 
invasive non-native species (INNS). More than 2,000 of these 
species are now found in the UK, with new arrivals continuing 
to enter, often through international trade routes.
Vince will explain how the CRT is tackling these issues and 
how local people can help. He will also discuss successful 
efforts to control American mink, which have contributed to 
the return of water voles in some areas.
There will be an opportunity to ask questions at the end of the 
talk., which will be held online. To book your free place, visit:
www.thecrt.co.uk/Event/aliens-among-us-invasive-species-in-
our-countryside
Booking is essential to receive the joining link.
Donations are very welcome to support the CRT's work.





Toft Enterprise Award 2026
The Toft Enterprise scheme, advertised in the Village Calendar 
in July, offered young residents the chance to carry out a 
programme of learning and working at Toft Club and the 
Community Café between August and September. Skills on 
offer included: bar and cellar work, customer interactions, time 
management, food preparation, health and safety, till/financial 
transactions, problem solving and team working. 

Two young residents came forward to 
take up the challenge: Oscar Burdon and 
Ben Henderson. Both worked tirelessly 
during the busy Toft Beer and Cider 
Festival and many of us benefitted from 
their hard work. Ben said: “From the get-
go it was organised and streamlined.” He 
said he had developed “interpersonal 
skills, the ability to communicate with a 

wide range of people at the café and club.” Oscar commented: 
“I got a lot of feedback and help. I learnt things I never thought 

I would.”
Linda Hollow, one of the initiators of the scheme summed 

it up: “The Toft Enterprise Award 2026 has shown Toft at its 
best. Two young men from Toft, with support from Toft Club 
and the Community café have contributed greatly. Too many 
people are quick to write off young people - here in Toft we 
support them and help them take their next steps!”

Martin Sebborn, Chair of Toft Club, commented that Ben 
and Oscar had “learnt new practical skills, had their self-
confidence and communication skills boosted and been of 
great assistance to the Club and the Café.” He added, “It's been 
an enjoyable and worthwhile exercise for everyone and one 
that we will be repeating.”

Toft has long been famous for tea-parties. Now we have a 
new type of tea to celebrate: the TEA, Toft Enterprise Award. 
Congratulations Ben and Oscar, and our best wishes for the 
future. If you would like more information about the scheme, 
email Linda Hollow (linda.hollow@btconnect.com) or 
Martin Sebborn (martin@toft.club).
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Friendship Club Outing  
The Club’s September meeting 
was afternoon tea at Coton 
Orchard.

Scones, jam, cream and a 
cuppa were enjoyed by 20 
members.

Friendship Club next meeting

7th October 2.30pm Toft People’s Hall          

African Wildlife Safari - an illustrated talk by Simon Shore 
& Neville Tait

The Friendship Club is for over 50s. We normally meet 
every month on the 2nd Wednesday at 2.30pm at Toft 
People’s Hall; programme followed by tea and biscuits. 

Visitors always welcome.

Friendship Club
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Part 8

May Creek’s memoir of  Toft in 1895 now leads 
us across the Comberton Road from Old Farm 
to South View then back again across the road 
to Orchard Farm, describing who lived where.

Now we cross the road to South View, 
with Joe Warboys as tenant rented 
from A. Tebbit at, I think, £20 per 
annum. Mr W. was not a satisfied 
tenant and early in the 1900s or late 
1800s built the two cottages in School 
Lane, living in the larger himself. Here 
Mrs Warboys died in 1906. Now 
Hardwick Rd: on the corner a cottage 
occupied by Mr and Mrs Alf Collett, 
with Arthur, who they took when his 
mother died. Next to them, the house 
owned by the Radfords, who lived at Hardwick Wood, 
occupied by Ebenezer Creek and family, a son and daughter 
Maude, later Mrs Peach. Ebenezer was a snob*, a good one. 
Here he made and mended boots and shoes. Now we cross to 
Orchard Farm, occupied by Mr. A Tebbit, four sons and three 
daughters and a delicate wife. A place to revive memory of 
Christmas parties, Sunday school treats, all associated with 
Orchard Farm. Here Mr. A Tebbit lived till 1915, when he 
crossed the road to South View with his new wife Annie.
Leaving Orchard Farm, we go out by the white hand gate onto 
that little used path to the church, very much a drift until the 
Reverend Powell decided his members needed a decent path 
and had Church Path Toft and Sand Path to Caldecote made 
usable. Church cottages, three in number. In the first one lived 
Betsy Freestone and her mother; in the second a Mr and Mrs 
Joe Creek (horsekeeper for the Tebbits); in the third a family 
called Jacobs, I think.
* Dialect word for a shoemaker

FIRESIDE
Fireside makes a welcome return on 

November 6th, when Dr Claire Nicholson 
will speak on 

The Odd Couple: Virginia Woolf and 
Rupert Brooke.
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Fill a bag for a fiver sale 

Following the success of Arthur Rank Hospice 
Charity’s first 'Fill a Bag for £5.00' event, they will 
be hosting another sale. Visit Arthur Rank Hospice 
(next to the Babraham Road Park & Ride carpark) 
on Friday 9 October (10am – 2pm) and Saturday 
10 October (10am – 2pm). For just £5.00 you can 
fill a bag of pre-loved women's, men's and 
children's clothes! Visit arhc.org.uk/retail-sale for 
more information. 

Could You Volunteer? 

Arthur Rank Hospice Charity has a range of 
volunteer opportunities at arhc.org.uk/volunteer. 
Their outstanding services and Christmas Tree 
Recycling campaign wouldn't be possible without 
additional volunteers. If you'd like to be part of the 
team who collects trees in January and they’d love 
to hear from you. For more information about 
volunteering to collect trees, please email 
christmastrees@arhc.org.uk. 

Could your event host a collection for Hospice 
Care?   3

Do you want to make a difference at your event? 
Consider hosting a donation station, collection 
buckets and contactless donation App for Arthur 
Rank Hospice Charity to support people with an 
advancing serious illness and end of life care. Visit 
arhc.org.uk/fundraising or email Sarah or Lisa at 
cf@arhc.org.uk or telephone 01223 675888 to get 
involved.

Are you a knitter? 

Arthur Rank Hospice Charity sell knitted items 
throughout the year. Last Easter they rehomed 
over 4,000 knitted chicks and they are looking for 
people to help them continue this tradition. If you 
would like to get involved by knitting chicks or 
hosting an adoption site, please visit arhc.org.uk/
knitting or email cf@arhc.org.uk or telephone 
01223 675888. 

Bereavement Support 

Arthur Rank Hospice Charity hosts a drop in group 
called ‘Grief Connections’ (previously ‘Grief Kind 
Space’) every Friday from 10am to midday in their 
Bistro. The session is open for anyone who would 
like to talk to someone about grief and meet others 
in similar situations. For more information visit 
arhc.org.uk/ griefkind or telephone 01223 675777.

wwwcambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
Tel: 01223 457958
Digital Buddy Assistance Need any assistance to get online, 
uploading photos, bus pass renewal/new application or even 
accessing your emails? Digital Buddy will assist you Mondays, 
11am-1pm. Book an appointment. 
Digital Buddy on Monday 5th October  will demonstrate 
how to manage your library account on Spydus (online 
service) between 11am – 12.30pm. Please bring along your 
IT device. 
School projects
Don’t forget how much libraries can help with school 
projects. We have a wide selection of junior non-fiction books 
and with a library card you also have free access to online 
dictionaries, encyclopaedias and history research websites. 
Visit our website and explore our learning and research page.  
Weekly activities
Knit, Sew and Natter group meets at 10.30am. October
dates: 12th and 26th. November dates: 9th and 23rd. 
December dates: 7th. Then every other Monday. Newcomers 
warmly welcome. There are always tea, coffee and biscuits 
available.
Rhymetime 10.30am – 11.00am (except during the school 
holidays) for children between 0 to 4 years of age.  October
dates: 5th and 19th. November dates: 2nd, 16th and 30th. 
December date: 14th. First Steps Library Club for ages 0-4 
years. Every visit to the library, attending events 
like Rhymetime your child will get a special stamp towards a 
certificate.
It's Lego Time with Duplo. Saturdays starting 
at 10.30am. Come and have fun building and exploring your 
imagination. Every child needs an adult 
to accompany them. This is a free event.

Opening hours (excluding bank holidays etc.)
Monday 10am – 1pm              
Wednesday 10am – 1pm and 2.30pm – 5.30pm
Friday  2.30pm – 5.30pm  
Saturday  10am – 1pm

Marmalade & jam
If it is not convenient to make purchases at the 
shop, then I would be pleased to assist.
Please contact me by phone on 01223 262708 
or email me at pjohnson@toft.org.uk
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Wildlife Trust BCN October Update 
The Wildlife Trust BCN’s Team Wilder offers free advice, 
support and training for those who want help to do something 
linked to local wildlife or sustainability. If you have a project in 
mind, or are already working on something, and you think the 
Wildlife Trust BCN might be able to help with, please get in 
touch.
October events in Cambourne and Cambridge (visit 
wildlifebcn.org/events to book)

• Sat 24th Oct, 9.30-12ish, Nature Girls autumn walk at 
Trumpington Meadows (for women over 18)

• Wed 28th Oct, 9.30-12.30, Community work party for 
adults and families in Cambourne

• Thurs 29th Oct, 9.30-12.30, Community work party for 
adults and families at Trumpington Meadows

• Fri 30th Oct, 5.30-7.30pm, family fire in the orchard at 
Trumpington Meadows

• Sat 31st Oct, 5.30-7.30pm, family fire in the orchard in 
Cambourne

Local enquiries

• Rebecca.Neal@wildlifebcn.org                  
Facebook: @BeccaBadgerWTBCN 

• TrumpingtonMeadows@wildlifebcn.org
General enquiries

• cambridgeshire@wildlifebcn.org  @wildlifebcn
• www.wildlifebcn.org  

NATURE DIARY

Nature With Us

It’s the 2nd of September, and the swallows and house martins 
are lined up on the aerial cable that spans the garden. Is this the 
last day we shall see them? They twitter excitedly, feeding 
constantly, preparing for their long journey south to warmer 
climes. But what dangers do they face, both natural and 
human? Will they find what they need – food, water, safe 
passage? As for our native birds, they’re now emerging from 
their summer moult – hence all the feathers lying around – and 
signalling their presence once again with song.

The last few months have been so very hot, so very dry. 
We’ve all had to find clever ways to keep cool and to conserve 
every drop of water to save our gardens. But if we’ve found it 
hard, how much more difficult it must be for the creatures 
living around us. Even the tiniest ants searched for every drop 
of water – to the extent of marching like explorers into my 
kettle, so that each morning these tiny creatures had to be 
fished out of that first cup of tea!

Insects, birds, mammals, every creature around us, they all 
need the same as we do – food, water and shelter. Yet we’re the 
cause of so much of their distress, often simply because we’re 
thoughtless, inconsiderate. Tin cans can trap small mammals, 
paper and general trash cause blocked drains when the rain 
does fall, and glass bottles – which are found a-plenty in hedges 
and ditches around the village – are a potential fire hazard.

Storms are forecast, which can be as much a danger to the 
natural world as to us. But we can help the creatures living in 
and around our gardens by providing food and water and even 
safe shelter in the way of trees, hedges, woodpiles and other 
untended areas.

To those birds facing another long journey across land, sea, 
desert: go safely, friends – and return again next year to give us 
the deep pleasure of your presence. And for our resident  
companions, we welcome you!
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