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MINISTRY TEAM 
THE CHURCH IN TOFT 

 
St. Andrewôs Parish Church 

Team Vicar:  
Rev David Newton 01223 665654  
Lay Minister: Barbara Preece Tel: 263466 
 
Churchwardens:  
Ann Mitchell 262516    
John Quenby 263949 
 

Methodist Church  
Minister: Rev Alison Walker            
01223 872862  
alison.walker@methodist.org.uk   
Stewards:  
Diana Tebbit  01223 263557 
Stephen Acklam 264055 
Douglas Harris 01954 211647 
Mrs Pat Morton 264010  
 
Everyone is welcome to come and share in 

any of our services 
  

SERVICES OF WORSHIP 
 

4th February 8.30 am Holy Communion - 
Rev Prof Michael Reiss 
11.00 am Morning Service, Methodist 
Church ï Mrs Cathy Michell 
           
11th February 8.00 am Holy Communion, St 
Maryôs  
11.00 am Holy Communion, Rev David 
Newton 
 
14th February 7.30 pm ASH WEDNESDAY 
Holy Communion, Methodist Church ï 
 Rev David Newton 
           
18th February 8.30 am Holy Communion ï 
Rev Prof Michael Reiss  
11.00 am Holy Communion, Methodist 
Church, Rev Alison Walker 
 
25th February 8.00 am Holy Communion ï 
St. Maryôs 
11.00 am Morning Prayer, St. Andrewôs ï 
Rev Robert Dolman 
  
 (Shorter Morning Prayer every Wednesday, 
9.15am at St. Andrewôs. Service lasts about 

30 minutes ï everyone very welcome. )  

Simple Sewing, Knit and Natter have their first meeting of the 
year on the 7th February at the Chapel at 10.45am   All are 
welcome to come and see some new ideas to make through the 
year. 
 
The group received letters of grateful thanks both from Jimmy's 
Night Shelter and Addenbrookes Breast Cancer Research Unit for 
the money we were able to give them, raised with the help of 
many of you in the village.  Jimmy's also expressed thanks for the 
hats, gloves, scarves etc that we collected in the village for them. 

Light in the Darkness  
 

One of the things I find hardest about living in the 
UK, even in the southern half, is the short days and 
long nights during the winter months. I find it harder 
to stay cheery, and long for the bright light of the sun 
to wake me up and to stay shining into the evening.  
 
Getting up in the dark is perhaps the most difficult 
thing about it for me. Iôm not exactly a morning 
person at the best of times, but when daylight is still 
an hour off and I have to drag myself out of bed Iôm 
not fit for company. My poor wife knows it might take 
a while before Iôm able to string sentences together 
in any coherent way! 
 
In this country, and others at similar or more 
northerly latitudes, there have grown up a vast 
number of traditions that help us deal with the darker 
months: Halloween, Fireworks, and Christmas Lights 
have all helped us through since November. 
Most of these have their roots in the Christian story, 
and virtually all have the symbol of light at their 
centre. The most popular church services through 
this time are often candle lit ï beautiful warm 
flickering flames causing the darkness to flee. 
 
Light is a hugely powerful and emotive symbol. Light 
helps us see whatôs around us, it lights the way 
ahead, it takes away fear, it helps things grow. 
Darkness, on the other hand, is associated with fear 
and with evil. Such associations were used with 
great effect by the Gospel writer John. He called 
Jesus óthe light who shines in the darknessô.  
 
As the darkness begins to recede let us take heart. 
For even if it does not feel like there is much light 
around either personally or politically, we can trust 
light is coming. As St John so powerful put it, óthe 
darkness has not overcome.ô 
 
   -    Rev. David Newton.  
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During Lent, beginning on Wednesday, 21st February 10.00am for 10.15 at the 
Methodist Church there will be a chance to óCome and Seeô St Johnôs Gospel 
for five weeks until 21st March. It would be good to welcome anyone who would 

like to join us for one or more of these short discussions as we head towards Easter. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Two prayer boxes have been placed, one in the shop and one in the porch of the church with 
some simple cards beside them. If you would like us to pray for you, or for someone else then 
these requests will be prayed publicly at our Wednesday morning 9.15 service. We ask you to 
write only information you are happy to have in the public sphere. You do not have to identify your 
self or the person for whom you would like us to pray ï so it could just read please could you pray 
for my friend who is ill/worried. The card explains all this. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

In the last few weeks, sadly, two Toft men have died following long and debilitating illness. The 
funeral of Pete Beck  (1953-2017) of School Lane took place on 9th January and was very well 

attended by family and friends from far and wide 
 
And of óNickô Nicholson (1929-2017) of Millers Road. Nick was born and 
brought up in Cambridge, trained as an engineer; did his national service in the 
navy. He married Jean, who died early, and had three children. He met Josie 
over their mutual enjoyment of caravanning. They were married 
in 2005 and came to live in Toft where until illness prevented 
him, they took part in many village events and created a most 
beautiful garden  

The Church in toft Diary  

Are you  the next Toft Property Secretary?  
 
We need someone to take on the following tasks: 
¶ Annual risk assessments for Fire and Health & Safety 
¶ Complete the annual property returns for the Methodist Church 
¶ Ensure that all checks are up-to-date eg Portable Appliance Tests, anything arising from the quinquennial 

property inspections.  
 
David Mackenzie and other volunteers remain willing and happy to assist with practical tasks.  The Property Sec-
retaryôs role is primarily administrative and organisational. 
 

Contact: Rev. Alison Walker, alison.walker@methodist.org.uk  (01223) 872862 

 Minutes Secretary  
Toft People's Hall  Management Committee is urgently seeking a Minutes Secretary to produce agendas for 
and minutes from the monthly Committee Meetings (normally 2nd Monday of each month) & the AGM 
(normally combined with a Committee Meeting). 

¶ To arrange service visits to the Hall (approximately 6 annually). 

¶ To maintain the contacts and maintenance lists. 

¶ To undertake any letter production or administration tasks as occasionally requested by the Chairman. 

¶ The majority of communication is by email so the ideal person must have reliable internet access. 
 
There is no remuneration for this post - however, the reward is your contribution to the smooth running of 
our precious village asset, the People's Hall, and working with a loyal and friendly Committee. 
 

If you are interested please contact either: 
Rowena Smith -  Grumpyôs Retreat, 67 High Street, Toft email: rowena2468@hotmail.com  

or Jake Tebbit -  The Gig House,  The Old Horse Yard, Toft,  email: jake@tebbitdesign.co.uk 
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TOFT SOCIAL CLUB NEWS  

 

We have a full calendar of interesting and exciting events lined up for you in 2018. 

9
th

 FEBRUARY:  FOOD ON FRIDAY  
Our good-value Friday evening single course meal will, as usual, be available from 
7.00 pm onwards. On this monthôs menu is beef cottage pie or vegetarian cottage 
pie.  As food is on a ófirst-come-first-servedô basis, please arrive early to avoid hun-

ger and disappointment!   
 

SATURDAY 10
th

 FEBRUARY.  FILM CLUB: VICTORIA and ABDUL (PG)  
This 2017 film is based on the extraordinary real-life relationship between Queen Victoria and her Indian Muslim 
servant Abdul Karim.  An unofficial sequel to the 1997 film Mrs Brown, it stars Judi Dench, Ali Fazal, Michael 
Gambon, Eddie Izzard, Tim Pigott-Smith and Adeel Akhtar. 
  
Film Club members free.  Non-members pay a £2.50 nightly membership fee at the door.  Doors open at 
8.00pm. 
 

SATURDAY 17
th

 FEBRUARY.  CHINESE NEW YEAR MEAL  
Join us for a Chinese evening celebrating the start of the Year of the Dog.  The Chinese consider the dog to be 
an auspicious animal & those born in this Year to be valiant, loyal, responsible, clever and lively. 
 
Dinner will consist of a varied selection of Chinese style starters & main courses.   Tickets are just £8 each avail-
able from Toft Shop or the Social Club. Numbers will be limited, so if you want to join us, get your tickets early. 
 

THURSDAY 22
nd

 FEBRUARY   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
The AGM will be held on Thursday 22

th
 February. Any requests for additional agenda items or nominations for 

committee members should be sent to Paul Hercus at 48 School Lane by 8th February, please. 
(email:secretary@toftsocialclub.org.uk). The meeting will start at 8.00 pm.  Donôt forget to come, and remember 
there are complimentary first drinks!   

 
SATURDAY 24

th
 FEBRUARY ïMUSICAL SHOWCASE  

Toft Social Club is delighted to be collaborating with óBig Help Musicô to bring you great entertainment from 
young, emerging artists who have already begun their rise to stardom.  The full lineup will be revealed soon, but 
we are already delighted to announce Kellimarie, Charlie Blackwood and Trinity Trappett.  See the separate ad-
vert for more details 
  
Tickets: £8.00 (adult), £4.00 (18 yrs. and under) will be on sale o at Toft Shop and Toft Social Club   and online 
at  http://www.toftsocialclub.org.uk/venue/tickets.  Doors open at 7.45 for 8.00 pm start. 
 

 

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
(Doors open at 8.00 pm, 7.30 pm on Sundays)  

 

 
 

 

www.toftsocialclub.org.uk   
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK  https://www.facebook.com/ToftSocial  

Sunday quiz  4
th

 and 18
th

 February  

Sunday Carpet Bowls  11
th

 and 25
th

 February  

Thursday Bingo  1
st

 and 15
th

 February  

Your Committee is: Richard Fletcher (Chairman), Martin Sebborn (Vice Chairman), 
Gill Collett (Treasurer), Paul Hercus (Secretary), Nick Nicholson, Koran Collett, 
Ron Gouldstone, Brian Roberts, Angela Unsworth, Katrina Holmes,  Sonia Cox. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Victoria_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdul_Karim_(the_Munshi)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequel#Unofficial_sequels
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mrs_Brown
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judi_Dench
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali_Fazal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Gambon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Gambon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Izzard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Pigott-Smith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adeel_Akhtar
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Toft Parish Council  
Clerk: Mrs Gail Stoehr  
30 West Drive 
Highfields Caldecote 
Cambridge, CB23 7NY   Tel: 01954 210241 

The Council is your locally elected Council at the first tier of 

local government. Meetings are open to the public and are 

usually held on the first Monday of each month (excepting 

August) at the Toft Peopleôs Hall in School Lane starting at 

7.00pm. 

Notices of meetings and agendas are published on the Parish 

Council Noticeboard near the bus shelter together with 

minutes, which can also be viewed at www.toft.org.uk.  Among 

other things, the Council considers local planning applications 

for the planning authority, the South Cambridgeshire District 

Council; provides the local recreation area, the Peopleôs Hall, 

litter bins, dog waste bins and the bus shelter; arranges for 

local verge cutting on behalf of the Cambridgeshire County 

Council and works with that authority to ensure the 

maintenance of local footpaths. 

The next meeting of the Council is Monday 5th 

February.   All Welcome.   

The PC met on 8th Jan 2018. It was a particularly long 

meeting and several significant issues were discussed. The 

PC needs to comply with a new set of regulations relating to 

data protection, the General Data Protection Regulation 

2017, as well as a new code of practice named the 

Transparency Code. The two pieces of legislation require 

that the PC manages all personal information carefully and 

also that all information used in making any decisions is 

available for scrutiny by residents. The GDPR comes into 

force in May but the PC needs to put the right policies and 

procedures in place to ensure compliance before then, 

including the appointment of a Data Protection Officer 

(DPO). The PC decided to make the Clerk our DPO. The PC 

also agreed to become members of LCPAS (Local Council 

Public Advisory Service). As previously reported, the 

Ladybird Swing/Rocker on the Recreation Ground has been 

damaged. The PC considered replacement costs and the 

excess charge on the PC's insurance and decided to make 

an insurance claim to get the swing replaced. 

The PC had previously decided on a new bank account 

which paid interest for some of its funds. Unfortunately the 

account chosen is no longer available and it was agreed that 

the Clerk would review the available accounts again. 

Another ongoing complex project is the registration of the 

allotment land. It was agreed that the PC would progress 

with the registration. This will cost around £1,000 but the PC 

considered that firstly, there was little choice but to progress 

it, particularly for the long term, and secondly, that the cost 

was reasonable compared to other quotations the PC has 

received. 

The PC is to obtain quotes for the grass cutting contract in 

the village. At the meeting the existing contract was 

considered and some minor changes were made to improve 

the regime and the communication from the contractor. 

Comberton PC has written a letter of complaint to SCDC 

regarding the allocation of s106 monies from the Bennell 

Farm development. In particular Comberton PC was 

disappointed that it did not receive the amount that it 

requested for a new pavilion whereas the college did receive 

its full requested amount. Toft PC is supporting the complaint 

and also objecting to the fact that its own application was not 

answered and only a small amount of the funding it 

requested has been secured.  There is funding for 

improvements to Toft Recreation Ground and to the People's 

Hall. 

The PC is to consider whether to respond to the changes to 

the Local Development Plan at the next meeting after 

Councillors have had an opportunity to review them. 

The PC decided not to participate in a new initiative from the 

SCDC called the Cleaner Communities Pilot Scheme. It was 

noted that the PC may borrow litter picking equipment from 

the SCDC should it decide to carry out some litter picking. 

The PC reviewed the 2017/18 budget forecast and set the 

2018/19 budget. The PC considered the finances to be in a 

healthy state and was able to agree that the precept for the 

coming year be maintained at this year's rate.  

A planning application was considered and supported. It was 

noted that a planning application for reserved matters for 

Bennell Farm is now on the SCDC website. It was agreed 

that this would be discussed at the next PC meeting. A 

request for an extension of the date for responses is to be 

made. 

It was noted that the defibrillator was now installed and that 

training will be carried out in January. Please refer to the 

published minutes of the meeting for the definitive outcomes. 

Councillors   Phone  E-mail  

Chairman:  

Martin Yeadon 263663 martin.yeadon@gmail.com 

Gill Pugh 262151  gill.ppugh@gmail.com 

Jeanne 
McCarten  

262523  JeanneMcCarten@aol.com  

Elaine Miles 262255 elainemiles3@gmail.com  

   

Tricia Ellis-
Evans 

263477 tricia@paceprojects.co.uk 

Andy Tall 079847962
73 

andytall72@gmail.com 
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