Toft Village Galendar

Produced and Distributed by St. Andrew’s Parish Church

December 2016

g

DIARY DATES

MONTHLY COFFEE
MORNING
- Thursday, 29"

- December 10.30
%77 ' — 12 noon at the

home of Brian and Ann
Mitchell 20 High Street,
Toft. All very welcome. .

TOFT FRIENDSHIP
cLuUB

[Over 50s Club]. The
Monthly Meeting is on
Wednesday 7th Decem-
ber 2.30pm at Toft Peo-
ple’s Hall. It is the
Christmas Party with
Annual Chocolate Raffle,
refreshments and Carol
singing with Toft Ses-
sion. Please bring the
chocolates for the raffle
wrapped. Thank you.

Any queries please con-
tact Arpi tel. 262708.
Visitors are always wel-
come.

The Parish Council -
The next meeting will be
Mon 5th December. All
welcome.

Home Meadow has a
series of events and en-
tertainments laid on dur-
ing the month of Decem-
ber. Please see P.7 for
further details, or contact
them on 01223 263282

EDITORIAL

Well, here we are again, revving-up for the run-in to
Christmas or the 'Holiday Season' as you might want
to call it to avoid offending anyone. Now, it is difficult
to imagine - far less meet - anyone outside a secure
hospital or, possibly, London, who would actually be
offended by you wishing them a Happy Christmas,
but there is bound to be a first time, so why take the
chance? In any case, each of has, at this deeply
religious time of the year, their own special way of
observing it, by going to the out-of-town shopping
centre of their choice. Unless you live somewhere
like the Gobi Desert, you won't be more than about
six miles away from your nearest one and you may
as well go there as to any other, because by some
obscure decree, each one has exactly the same four-
teen shopping outlets as the next. The basic idea
behind shopping centres is that they are more con-
venient and efficient than town centres. Town cen-
tres are busy, crowded, expensive places where it is
impossible to park and buses only ever seem to drop
you off miles from where you want to go. But shop-
ping centres have parking by the acre and, as you
will quickly find out, the Highway Code does not ap-
ply to them. You can drive as insanely badly as you
like there - you may as well, everyone else does -
and not so much as a parking ticket will ever come
your way. It is the opportunity of a lifetime and who
can be surprised that so many visitors take advan-
tage of it?

But even if you manage to get to your shop of choice
without being maimed by a reversing Range Rover,
you're by no means safe. Always keep a close eye
on your children, if they're with you, otherwise pass-
ing shoppers may try and stuff them in their trolleys.
These people have been so hyped up by the relent-
less deluge of advertising that they will try and buy
anything small enough to be picked up, especially on
Black Friday - so called because it is the last day
before Christmas when your current account will be
in the black. If your children object to being clasped
quite so closely to you, threaten to take them to see
Father Christmas in his grotto. That should terrify
them into submission. You should aim to get your
shopping done as quickly as you can, because it is a
medically-proven fact that if you are forced to listen to
Wizzard's 'l Wish It Could Be Christmas Every Day'
more than six times in one hour, you could become
afflicted by what doctors know as 'rage'. If you, by
some small chance, manage to scrummage your way
to a till, resist the urge to head-butt the assistant if
they suggest that you 'have a nice day'. It is only
their way of saying: 'Thanks for the dosh - now,
shove off, an entirely more appealing and indeed,
more sensible proposition.

Above all, don't let the whole experience sour your
view of this joyous season. If you're lucky, someone,
somewhere, will have battled through this same
draining experience to buy you a nice new I-Pad
(other brands are available, not to say better) and
next year, you can do the whole thing on-line and
never see a soul. Won't that be nice? Or will it?

How Safe
Are You?

Cambridge-
" shire Police
have pro-
duced an on-
line quiz you
can take to
see how well
protected your home is
against burglars. Thieves
love this time of year, with
houses full of valuable Christ-
mas gifts, food and drink and
people often away Vvisiting
friends or relatives, so it's a
time for special vigilance.

Creating a safer
Cambridgeshire

Take their test at: http://
www.proprofs.com/quiz-
school/story.php?title=bad-
wolf_30E and see page 6 for
more details on ways to pro-
tect yourself.
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RIDE & STRIDE
Peter Johnson wishes to
thank all those who spon-
sored him. A total of £851
was raised for the Cam-
bridgeshire Historic Churches
Trust. Another record and
not the best of days weather-
wise.

Regards, Peter
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A Thank You

The magnificent total of just
under £950 was raised by
Simple Sewing, Knit and
Natter for the Maggie’s Wal-
lace Centre, Addenbrookes at
our craft sale on the 19th No-
vember.
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MINISTRY TEAM
THE CHURCH IN TOFT

St. Andrewds Paris
Lay Minister: Barbara Preece Tel: 263466

Churchwardens:
Ann Mitchell 262516
John Quenby 263949

Methodist Church
Minister: Rev Alison Walker 01223 872862 al-
ison.walker@methodist.org.uk
Stewards:
Diana Tebbit 01223 263557
Stephen Acklam 264055
Douglas Harris 01954 211647
Mrs Pat Morton 264010

Everyone is welcome to come and share in any of
our services

SERVICES OF WORSHIP

4™ December 8.00 am Holy Communion — St.
Mary’s Comberton

3.00 pm CHRISTMAS TREE, CHRISTINGLE
AND GIFT SERVICE "1 Mrs Barbara Preece

11" December 8.30 am Holy Communion - St.
Andrew’s — Rev Alison Myers

11.00 am Holy Communion, Methodist Church,
Rev Alison Walker

18" December 8.00 am Holy Communion — St.
Mary’s Comberton

11.00am FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAR-
OLS - Rev Michael Reiss
5.00 pm — 6.00 pm Carol Singing on the village
Green?

24" December 11.30 pm Midnight Holy Commun-
ion — St. Andrew’s - Rev Robert Dolman
Rev Alison Walker

25"December 9.30 am CHRISTMAS DAY SER-
VICE at the Methodist Church i Rev Beth Cope
A short service to celebrate the birth of Jesus at
which children will be very welcome

1% January 8.00am NO Holy Communion — St.
Mary’s Comberton
11.00 am Covenant Service, Methodist Church —
Rev Alison Walker

(Shorter Morning Prayer every Wednesday,
9.15am at St. Andrew’s. Service lasts about 30
minutes — everyone very welcome. Please note:

NO service on Wed 30th December)

[ * Please see facing /next page for details]

h

D ear Friends,

Church

Christmas is coming! Well of course you all know that
but | trust you have had our Christmas greeting with de-
tails of all that is happening which involves the Church
in Toft this Christmas and | hope very much that you will
join us for at least one of the services or events listed

There is a moment in every Christmas Tree service
when we have given every child and some adults a
Christingle and lit their candles, that we turn off the main
lights and stand very quietly in the glow of the Christ-
mas tree lights and candle light and listen to a piece of
lovely music played by the Toft Gallery band. Itis a
magic moment; for me Christmas begins . No amount
of darkness can put out these lights.  In fact however
small these lights may seem to be, they shine brightest
when the world around is darkest.

On that first Christmas day God sent us the light of the
world in the form of a tiny baby, lying in a cradle in an
outbuilding. He was bringing hope; his light was for all
the world at a time which must have seemed very dark
and dominated by the harsh rule of Rome.  Our world
today would be unrecognisable to the shepherds and
wise men but it is still pretty dark and often seems to be
without much light. But whatever the challenges we
face, the worries we have, the message of Christmas
remains the same:

‘The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has
not overcome it' (John 1:5)

So please come and join us to celebrate this joyous
event at this darkest time of year.

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and good 2017
with love from everyone in the Church in Toft

- Ann

Simple Sewing, Knit and Natter

The Simple Sewing, Knit and Natter group is over-
whelmed by the wonderful support so many gave to
our craft sale at the Methodist Chapel in aid of the
Maggie’s Wallace Centre at Addenbrookes, which
gives help to cancer sufferers and their families.
The magnificent total of £913 was raised, all of
which will go to the charity and we thank you all for
your generous support.
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The Church in toft Diary

The Gift Service-Cambr i dge Womendés Aid

— which we in Toft refer to as the Women’s Refuge is sadly, always very full at Christmas.
The wonderful staff do their best on limited resources to give the Mothers and their children
a really good time. Many years ago the Barton Guides began to make 6 or 7 Christmas
cakes each year to share amongst the families, then 1% Toft Brownies joined with the
Guides. From this came the Gift Service when anyone who can, brings presents to the
Christmas Tree service or drops them at 20 High Street (before the morning of 5™ Decem-
ber please). The presents can be for children of any age or sex, and nice things for the
Mums are also appreciated. If you want to wrap them, then please put a label on the out-
side, which can easily be taken off, to say what is in your parcel, then the staff can be sure
to match presents to people. If you would rather give crisps or drink (non alcoholic) or
something for their Christmas party — everything is appreciated — they could not do without
our help now.

Thank you - Ann Mitchell

Christmas Tree Service

— as usual we want to fill the church with trees, we had 10 last year!. Any family, individual or
group who would like to decorate a tree, please complete the form on the back of the card
which has recently been delivered to everyone or contact Barbara Preece, Firethorn Cottage
or 263466. Do come to the church on the 4™ for this very special event. This year again we
have a panel of judges voting for the best tree. Afterwards we will serve tea and mince pies.
It is a very special start to Christmas.

Festival of Lessons and Carols

At this traditional service we will tell the Christmas story from the Bible and sing our favourite
carols — refreshments will be served afterwards and in the evening there will be the chance
to sing some more as we light a fire on the village green and sing carols from 5.00 — 6.00pm.
Festive drinks will be available and at both these services we will collect for the children’s
charities run by both our churches.

?\EW'S . | have had a number of orders for the 800th sweat-
P shirts and poloshirts and they look really good. Please
O keep the orders coming - they will not be on sale gen-
= "2‘ erally just by order. More order forms available if
< S
Q
v
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ELEBRATIONS |

needed. Please note a typo on the order form - my
telephone number is 01223 262516.

Thank you - Ann Mitchell
1 2\1 ann@mitchella.demon.co.uk




Produced and distributed by St. Andrew's Parish Church TOFT VILLAGE CALENDAR Page 4

TOFT SOCIAL CLUB NEWS

Many thanks for all your support during 2016 which has been another very successful
year for the Club. The Committee, bar staff and Entertainment Committee wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and send you their best wishes for the New Year.

CHRISTMAS DINNER - SOLD OUT!
Apologies if some of you haven’t succeeded in obtaining tickets for our ever-popular
Christmas Dinner on December 10". Better luck next year!

CHRISTMAS ENTERTAINMENT i SATURDAY 17™ DECEMBER

Join us for a fun evening of Christmas entertainment. Festive music, traditional carols, poetry, amusement and a special
Christmas video will all be all provided by a wealth of local talent. It's always great fun! £2 entry at the door. Proceeds
will go to our nominated charity

CHRISTMAS DRAW i SATURDAY 24TH DECEMBER
Join your friends for a festive drink on Christmas Eve, when the Draw will be held. First prize will be a £100 John Lewis
voucher, second a £50 M & S voucher, with numerous other good prizes. ‘Squares’ are now on sale in the Club. Make
sure you get your lucky numbers on the board!

JOIN US FOR LUNCHTIME DRINKS ON CHRISTMAS DAY!
The bar will be open from midday until 2.00pm. Please come and socialise if you're able to, or wish to get away from
slaving over a hot stove!

FILM CLUB THURSDAY,29-DECEMBER. OTHE BFGO6 (Cert PG)
TWO SCREENINGS: 4.00 and 8.00pm
This year’s recently released and highly acclaimed version was directed by Steven Spielberg and stars Mark Rylance,
Ruby Barnhill, and Penelope Wilton. A girl named Sophie encounters the Big Friendly Giant who is considered an out-
cast by the other giants because he refuses to eat children.

Afternoon 4.00pm screening: Free to Children under 14. Film Club members free. Non-members pay a £2.50 nightly
membership fee at the door.

NEW YEARO6S EVE PARTY!
Come to us for your New Year Celebration. The Bar will be open as usual from 8pm, and there'll be dancing from
10.00’ish until midnight. See in the New Year at the Club! Want to find out more? Pop into the club one night and ask at
the bar!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
(Doors open at 8.00 pm, 7.30 pm on Sundays)

Sunday quiz 11" December
Sunday Carpet Bowls 4™ and 18" December
Thursday Bingo 8™ and 22" December
Christmas Dinner Saturday 10" December
Christmas Entertainment Saturday 17" December
Christmas Draw Saturday 24" December
Christmas Day lunchtime Bar open midday to 2.00 pm
Film Club : 6The B|FGd Thursday 29" December
New Yeards Eve Parijty Saturday 31 December

Your Committee is: Richard Fletcher (Chairman), Martin Sebborn (Vice Chairman),
Gill Collett (Treasurer), Paul Hercus (Secretary), Nick Nicholson, Koran Collett, Ron
Gouldstone, Brian Roberts, Angela Unsworth, Katrina Holmes, Darren Ward, Sonia Cox.

www.toftsocialclub.org.uk

https://lwww.facebook.com/ToftSocial



http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000229?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0753314?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm6982717?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0934362?ref_=tt_ov_st_sm
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Toft Parish Council

Clerk: Mrs Gail Stoehr

30 West Drive

Highfields Caldecote

Cambridge, CB23 7NY Tel: 01954 210241

Councillors Phone E-mail
Chairman:
Martin Yeadon 263663 MartinY63@btinternet.com
Gill Pugh 262151 gill.ppugh@gmail.com
Jeanne 262523 JeanneMcCarten@aol.com
McCarten
Elaine Miles 262255 elainemiles3@gmail.com
Tricia Ellis- 263477 tricia@paceprojects.co.uk
Evans
Andy Tall 079847962  andytall72@gmail.com

73

The Council is your locally elected Council at the first tier
of local government. Meetings are open to the public and
are usually held on the first Monday of each month
(excepting August) at t he
Lane starting at 7.00pm.

Notices of meetings and agendas are published on the
Parish Council Noticeboard near the bus shelter together
with  minutes, which can also be viewed at
www.toft.org.uk. Among other things, the Council con-
siders local planning applications for the planning author-
ity, the South Cambridgeshire District Council; provides
the 1l ocal recreation
dog waste bins and the bus shelter; arranges for local
verge cutting on behalf of the Cambridgeshire County
Council and works with that authority to ensure the main-
tenance of local footpaths.

The next meeting of the Council is Monday 5th
December, All Welcome.

Toft Parish Council met on 7th Nov.
The meeting was well attended by residents.

The meeting started with a presentation by Martin
Render of the Community Heartbeat Trust on defi-
brillators. The PC is considering whether to have
one installed in the village. The presentation was
very worthwhile as it gave the PC and the audience
a good understanding of the benefits of and issues
associated with having a unit. A straw poll showed
unanimous support for progressing with the initia-
tive. Clir Ellis-Evans agreed to progress the issue
with the CHT and to consider funding options.

ar ea,

Four planning applications were considered. The
PC recommended refusal of three of them and sup-
ported the fourth. It was noted that the outline plan-
ning approval for Bennell Farm has finally been fully
approved. At the next meeting the PC will be con-
sidering how the land set aside for a football pitch
at Bennell Farm could best be developed as a com-
munity space as a football pitch is no longer
needed.

CliIr Tall updated the PC on the progress of an ap-
proved project to introduce a reduced speed limit
between Comberton and Toft and made some pro-
posals for this year’s application for minor road im-
provements in the village. Although it was not
deemed acceptable by Cambridgeshire Constabu-
lary to have a 40mph limit between the two villages,
a 50mph limit could be introduced; the PC agreed
to support this change. The PC also agreed to
make two applications for next year: double yellow
lines on the north side of the village green and
cleager 30mphandyvillage signsfar the enfrapcesste
the village. CliIr Tall also reported on a meeting with
Sharon Maloney from the County Council. Sharon
agreed to investigate the possibility of carrying out
some additional drain rodding/clearing down the
High Street and carry out repairs to the bus lay-by.
She was also supportive of efforts by volunteers to
clean signs and to cut back trees and encroaching

grass and weeds on the Toft/Comberton cycle way.
the Peoplebs Hall, ittt

Clir Miles reported on the state of footpaths. Clir
Pugh reported on the People's Hall. Clir Yeadon
reported on the monthly safety inspection of the
play equipment.

The PC agreed to donate £150 towards funding for
the very successful Toft Fireworks.

The PC agreed to nominate a resident for the Vil-
lage Hero Awards again this year. More on this next
month.

The PC is one Councillor short. If you are interested
in joining us, please talk to one of the existing
Councillors.

As usual, please read the minutes of the meeting
on the Parish Council Notice Board for the definitive
outcomes of the meeting.

4%

hool
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(7 TOFTIiW ON TUESDAY JANUARY 17TH AT 8.00 P.M
Toft IW is a very informal group which is open to all the women of Toft.

We get together in Toft People’s Hall for chats, food, talks and themed events. We also
arrange trips and get involved in village events which we feel might be fun.

You are warmly invited to come to a New Year get together on Tues Jan 17th at 8.00 p.m
Please bring your diaries and bright ideas so we can plan our events for 2017 and a
snack to share if you would like.

Tea and Coffee is provided, but bring other drinks if you prefer.

Free! Donations are gladly received to cover the cost of hiring the hall.

For info: linda.hollow@btconnect.com T: 263672 or jane@tebbitdesign.co.uk T: 262309

by Purple Ronnie

IT is the time of year when we’re enjoying a tipple with friends, cooking heaps

cAvBRIDGESHIRE of delicious food and decking the halls.
FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE

Working together to improve community safety

The fire service has these messages to make sure your festive cheer doesn’t go
up in smoke:

Kitchens are a fire hotspot, so take care while cooking festive fancies. Never leave cooking unattended and
turn off appliances when not in use.

1

91 Switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed or leave the house. Make sure they conform to
the British Standard and never overload plug sockets.
1
1

Be careful when drinking alcohol while smoking or cooking.

Finally, make sure you have a working smoke alarm which is correctly fitted and works. And NEVER take the
batteries out to power presents!

For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign up to
email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and Facebook.

What to do about securing your home:-

Burglaries are happening regularly across villages in South Cambs, usually happening in the
day when properties appear to be empty, with cash and jewellery being the common things
stolen. Have you considered how secure your property is?

One option to consider is The Bobby Scheme. The Cambridgeshire Bobby Scheme is a local
charity which provides a service to older or vulnerable people by improving home security to
reduce crime and the fear of crime. The Bobby Scheme works with a number of partner agen- )
cies, including the Police, Fire Service, Local Authorities, Age UK and other charities. Creating a safer

Cambridgeshire
The trained staff come out and fit a range of security devices to help people feel safe in their own homes. De-
vices such as window locks, door chains, personal attack alarms, window and door alarms etc. They also pro-
vide other security advice and reassurance. On average it costs the Bobby Scheme £130 to work at each home,
so they do ask people to consider making a donation so that they can continue to provide such a great service.
This is how the scheme works:-

If you have been a victim of crime and you are over 60, you can receive a free visit.

If you are 65 and over or disabled and would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme to reduce your chance of be-
coming a victim, they ask for a contribution of £30.00 towards their costs.

Key safes suppled and fitted from £50.00 and £80.00

Other specialist products are available to be purchased.

The number to call if you would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme is 01480 413311 or 07866 602100. They
also have a website which is www.thebobbyscheme.org
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We would be more than delighted at Home Meadow if we could share the fol-
lowing activities we are holding in December — we would love to welcome the
community in to our home:

Jukebox Legends 8th Dec 11 am Open to the Community

Ray Carter Music 13th Dec 11 am Open to the Community
Trevor on Keyboard 14th Dec 11 am Open to the Community
Hall of Shoes 17th Dec’ 10 am — 12 noon Open to the Community

Carol Service
(Toft Choir & Christmas refreshments) 20th Dec 16.30 - 17.30  Open to the Community

Dementia Friends - Training - Staff at Home Meadow residential care home in Toft, Cambridgeshire,
are inviting members of the local community to join them in becoming ‘Dementia Friends’ by attending
a special event, which is on Wednesday 14th December 6pm-7pm, Toft Village Hall, School Lane,
Toft.

Organiser Joe Ballard says: “| would encourage anyone who is interested to come along: it’s only for
an hour, but in that time you’ll not only learn a great deal, but you’ll get the chance to meet like-minded
people who are also looking to make a difference in a relaxing, informal setting.” - Open to the Com-
munity

For further details — Comberton Road, Toft, CB23 2RY — Tel: 01223 263282

Comberton Library - Opening Hours:
Monday: 10am — 1pm
Wednesday: 10am — 1pm, 2pm -5pm
Friday: 2pm — 5pm
Saturday: 10am — 1pm
More details can be found on the Library Service website at:
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

We are holding a bumper book sale in December when both adult and junior book sale items will be
available at 20p an item. Do come along and have a browse and see if you can find yourself a bar-
gain.

Upcoming Rhymetime sessions: 12" December, 9" and 23" January (10.30 -11.00 am). Please note
that although these sessions are aimed at very young children we welcome older siblings and pre-
schoolers who enjoy singing too!

Comberton Library will be open as normal on Christmas Eve, Saturday 24™ December and then
closed until after the New Year, re-opening on Wednesday 4™ January. Cambridge Central Library will
open between Christmas and New Year; opening times will be on our website, or ask staff for details.

The staff at Comberton Library wish you all a very Joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year and look
forward to seeing all our customers, old and new, in 2017!
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An Audience with RicMar
Saturday 28th January 2017 8 p.m.

To celebrate 14 years since the first RicMar show “The Seaside Special”, RicMar Productions will be
hosting an evening of extracts from the seven bi annual shows.

In addition there will be clips from the numerous videos produced over this time which include many
village people, at least one new video; the “it will be all right on the night” outtakes and of course the
“bus shelter”.

Tickets for this fun evening will be £5 which includes a one pot supper, with all profits going to the So-
cial Club’s nominated charity.

News from Toft Shop

Christmas is coming!

Depending on when you read this, there are approximately 29 shopping
days left till Christmas. Here at Toft Shop, we will be helping you to get into
the Christmas spirit all through November and December.

NEW! Christmas competition
This year we are running a Christmas competition. First prize is a Toft Shop Hamper full of Christ-
masngoodiesnworthnn.n.n. nnnA25. 00! ' hA( Ooooo

The competition is in the form of 10 questions, all of which can be answered by a visit to Toft Shop.
Collect your entry form at the shop from early November. Prizes will be awarded in time for Christ-
mas.

NEW! Christmas table goodies
The Toft-f amousnhoChristmasnhtabl ebd

n Wi
masndel i ghtsnasnwell nasnyour

|1
ol dnfavourites.

= N N

Christmas essentials
Wedl |l nhavenChri st masncards, nwrappingnhnpaperna
All practically on your doorstep.

Christmas around the fire

I fAyoudrenyearningnfornanlovelynblazingnfire
and hot logs. Let us know your requirements so we can be sure to have plenty in stock.
Christmas trees, wreaths and orders

Nearer Christmas we will be taking orders for Christmas trees and wreaths, as well as Christmas
orders. More details about Christmas ordering will follow in the December issue of the Calendar.
Looking forward to seeing you in Toft Shop soon.

Best wishes

Jenny and Justin

Nbensetnuphni

O OO0 O (

Anoverl
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The Thankful Vil-
lage: how Toft won
the title

society

Thankful or “blessed” villages are those which lost no service men or women in the Great War of 1914-1918.

Local knowledge and the fact that the Memorial on the Methodist Chapel is dedicated to those who fell in WWII
convinced us that, by whatever good fortune, no-one from Toft was killed in service in WW1.

Establishing Toft’s claim was long and frustrating. It involved searches in the Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission, regimental records, national censuses for the relevant years and parish records. The process took al-
most six months. At several points we were almost there, when the officiating body would throw up a new name
from somewhere in the records, which we were then obliged to prove was not a Toft resident during WW1.

Three such cases stand out.

(1)  Lt. Alwyn Ronald MacFarlane-Grieve, killed 17 Mar 1917, buried at Roclincourt, Near Arras, France.
Address, Toft Manor. The Macfarlane-Grieves had their country seat at Impington Park, which was sold
off after WW1, tallying with local knowledge that they moved to Toft Manor in 1919-20. We thus demon-
strated that Alwyn Macfarlane Grieve was not a Toft resident when he was killed in action. If medals,
grave details etc. were sent out after the war, they would have been sent to the family address, which, in

this case, would have been Toft.

(2) Joseph Patman Wallis, Private 184804, Machine Gun Corps (Inf). Died at home 31st October 1918, age
30. Born and resident in Eversden, enlisted Caxton. Son of Joseph P. and Elsie Louisa P. Wallis of Toft.
Buried in Great Eversden (St. Mary) churchyard. This information, from the Eversden website, saved the

day for us.

(3) 17512 Private Walter Fred Barton, Suffolk Regiment died aged 18, no known grave, named on the Thi
epval Memorial, Somme, son of Mr & Mrs Fred Gore Barton of Hardwick Wood Farm, Toft, Cambs. To
the rescue came a great friend of this society, Mr Richard Barton of Mill Lane. Mr Barton is a careful re

cord- keeper and knows that the family did not move to what is now Wood Barn Farm until 1919.

Despite these and many other frustrations, we achieved our goal. Thanks go to Peter Johnson, who raised the
idea of applying for the title, Ann Mitchell for her vast knowledge of Toft history, and Albert Constable and Koran
Collett for sharing their knowledge of village families and names. We are told that our title will appear alongside
the current 53 Thankful Villages soon. Just Google “thankful villages” and then go to the aptly named “Hellfire
Corner” website.

Mike McCarthy www.tofthistory.org
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ALL
QUIZZERS:

JANS YIINVD
IWOUW
Y 3IM

On 24 Febuary 2017 take part in Macmillan’s
nationwide quiz and help raise vital funds for people
affected by cancer.

Macmillan are looking for individuals, groups and busine
o host their nationwide quiz. Everything is provided for you
including questions, answer sheets, invitations and posters

For more information macmillan.org.uk/mammeoth
or email fundraising@macmillan.org.uk

t MACMILLAN
' MAMMOTH [

QUIZ 2017
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ForkTalk

We livened up a dreary Novem-
ber evening with a trip over the
A428 to The George and
Dragon at Elsworth. A bit of a

hop, but the G & D has been
serving up food to East Anglia's famished since
before pubs served food and we'd heard one or two
favourable reports of late, so off we went. In its
current incarnation, this place is owned by the defi-
nitely-not-a-chain lllustrious Pub Company and run
by the serendipitously-named Mr and Mrs Beer, so
hopes were high.

Arriving at around 7.45 pm on a Saturday, we
found ample on-site parking and a bar area which
was comfortably populated, although, as is increas-
ingly usual, diners outnumbered drinkers by a good
margin. We were quickly and competently served
and found a table at which to pick our way through
the menu. The bar itself is supplied with unexciting
but dependable beers from amongst Greene King's
usual suspects and the wine list looked middling in
all respects - a reasonable selection, reasonably
priced, with nothing to scare the horses.

We had a table in the smaller of two dining areas,
which holds around half-a-dozen such. The (much)
larger room is normally reserved for events such as
wedding receptions and was empty on our visit.
Our waitress was keen to point out the 'specials'
board, which contained two items of particular inter-
est to trenchermen (I did toy with 'trencherpersons’,
but there's surely a limit to the number of extra syl-
lables you crow-bar into a word just to soothe a few
sensibilities. Isn't there?). Anyway, these were:
'Mixed Grill (Meat)' and 'Mixed Grill (Fish)'. So
there lay the gauntlet. Would any of us be man
(Oh, all right - person) enough to pick it up? As it
turned out, the answer was Yes, one of us would,
and No - it wasn't me.

But before all that, there was the small matter of a
starter to dispose of. You get mostly familiar stand-
bys (inevitably described as 'classics') for your first
course here - soup, pate, whitebait and so on - with
a couple of more exotic items if you're feeling all
continental and sophisticated. Tiger prawn linguini
sounded interesting, as did smoked haddock and
pea risotto, but since this place really majors on its
fish dishes, | decided to stick to something more
earth-bound and save any marine excursions for
later. The rest of our gang pitched into the various
finny options (in which | count the now re-
discovered prawn cocktail) with vim and quickly

became Happy Eaters personified, with scarce a
moan or whinge between them.

The G & D's preoccupation with fish is most evident
from its Mains menu, with aquatic dishes outnum-
bering everything else by about two-to-one, so un-
surprisingly, fish was what most of us went for, with
only one of us opting for a standard 'steak-and-
chips' offering. True to reputation, the 'Mixed Girill
(Fish)' contained pretty much the complete catch
from a successful broad-beam trawler. It was a
simply massive plate - pretty much every pis-
civore's dream come true. What's more, | was as-
sured, there was not a duff item on it, a fact verified
by the gusto with which it was attacked and, even-
tually, conquered. This kitchen is right to steer you
towards its deep-water menu - someone in there
knows what they're doing with fish. From sole to
salmon by way of monkfish and more, everything
we ordered was pronounced yummy and quickly
demolished.

Over on the carnivore front, however, things were
not so happy. Our token meat-eater declared his
steak struggled to achieve average although 'the
chips were nice'. Presumably the chef felt there
was no point wasting too much time on someone
with such philistine tastes - ¢quien sabe? How-
ever, the steak wasn't so bad that it had to be sent
back - just disappointingly ordinary and a small
blemish on what was otherwise turning into a pretty
fault-free evening.

Dessert courses - conscious that a wasp-waist like
mine doesn't just happen, | skipped these - were
enjoyed in reverent silence, with special mention
for a chocolate marquise of surpassing gooeyness.
In case you're wondering, you make a marquise by
slathering together anything you can think of which
is seriously bad for you - butter, sugar, cream etc -
and then fold in a huge amount of chocolate - think
Ganache plus plus plus. If your bridgework sur-
vives the initial, electrifying shock, you will not be
able to stop eating until the pattern comes off your
plate, all the while exclaiming "I don't normally have
a sweet tooth...".

So, a pleasant evening drew to a close and we tot-
tered unwillingly out to the car. Would we go
again? We'd spent a bit over thirty pounds per
head all in, which was good value. And the next
time | want to indulge my inner pescatarian, the
George and Dragon will loom large in my thinking.
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Wheelie Bin Collections For December
(N.B. These dates may be subject to change)

Black Bin:
Thurs 1st December
Thurs 15th December

Blue/Green Bin:
Thurs 8th December
Thurs 22nd December (Blue Only)
NB: As of now, South Cambs DC have not published their
arrangements for the Christmas period.

Notice to Advertisers

Advertisements are published quarterly. Copy for inclusion in the
next available edition of the Calendar must reach us by 17th Janu-
ary 2017 at the very latest. Advertisements will NOT be published
unless full payment has been received in advance. Please note: We
are currently unable to accept PDF file types. Quarter-page adverts
MUST be Portrait-style, half-page adverts MUST be Landscape-
style. In the first instance, advertisers should contact Pat Gould-
stone at: calendarads@aol.com to discuss their requirements.

" USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

Alcoholics Anonymous: 0845 769 7555
Anglian Water (for sewage): 08457 145 145
Ashcroft Veterinary Surgery: 01954 210250
Bourn GPs’ Surgery: 01954 719313
Cambridge AIDS help-line: (01223) 508805
Cambs County Council: 0345 045 5200
Cambridge Dial a Ride 01223 506335
Cambridge Water: 01223 706050

Care Network Cambridgeshire 01954 211919.
Citizens Advice Bureau: 0844 848 7979
Comberton GPs’ Surgery: 01223 262500
Comberton Village College: 01223 262503
County Councillor: 01954 211444

District Councillor: 01954 210840

Eastern Electricity (Emergencies): 0800 7838838
CVC Community Education: 01223 264721
Household Waste/Pest Control: 0345 045 0063
Lifespan Health Care, Family and Child Team: 01223 264460
Member of Parliament: Phone 01954 212707
Meridian Primary School: 01223 262423

Police: 101 (Emergencies: 999)
(Local Beat Officer is PCSO Alex Giltinane)
Road/Pothole Reporting: 0345 045 5212

Street Lighting: 0800 7838 247
Street Cleaning: 03450 450 063
South Cambs District Council: 03450 450 500

South Cambs Fire and Rescue: 01480 444 500

Toft Car Scheme: 262814. If no reply 262708
Trading Standards: 0345 0455206

Snowflake Tea Par-
ties — could you help
raise funds for Home
-Start by hosting a
tea party with your

family and friends
from your office,
playgroup, school,

book club etc.?
We will supply you with a “tea bag” fundraising
pack with ideas for all you need to host an
event - the pack includes invites for your use, a
snowflake cutter and recipes for any cakes or
biscuits you may want to make for your event.
If you want to host a tea party, please call our
office on 01763 262262 or email
admin@hsrsc.org.uk

An appeal to individuals, companies and com-
munities to raise funds to help Home-Start sup-
port vulnerable children.

Home-Start is asking people to raise money to
support vulnerable children who are unique and
fragile as snowflakes.

This ties in with Home-Start’s unique, tailor-
made support for children, delivered with par-
ents, in the family’s home.

The appeal runs from 1st November — 31st
January each year.

he Calendar is always pleased to receive contribu-

tions from readers, advertisers and fund raisers. We
reserve the right to edit, amend, abridge or otherwise
butcher any submissions to accord with technical or edi-
torial requirements, or sometimes just on a whim. Con-
tributors are asked to note that all formatting is removed
from items on receipt. Consider plain text files as your
first choice where possible. Please avoid proprietary
file types (e.g. PDF, JPG, PUB, DOCX, XLS etc) unless
you feel it unavoidable. Many thanks.

And, finallyé
Please remember that contributions for the next issue of the
Calendar must reach the Editor, Michael Walker, by 20th
December. Many thanks to all who contributed to this edition.
Email: CalendarEditor@toft.org.uk
Post: 33 Egremont Road, Hardwick, Cambridge CB23 7XR
Telephone: 01954 211346




